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Information about the “European Club” founded and hosted by the European Business Association

In 2008 European Business Association established the European Club and became part of the network of the European Clubs all over Europe. The seat of the network is in Vienna.

Why and what is European Club?

In a world where networking plays such an important role, the European clubs                 can participate as one of the main goals is to promote communication among the people of Europe. 

The European Club is an informal platform created with manifold goals in mind. Primarily, it aims to bring together, on a national level, businessmen who are interested in establishing personal contacts with enterprises, institutions and authorities of other European countries, and in discussing European topics contribute to better knowledge about Europe. 

Furthermore, it intends to bring matters of European business interest to the attention of authorities and governments and targets opinion leaders such as university professors or high school teachers who act as multipliers of European ideas. 

As defined by the nature of a club, regular meetings, monthly or bimonthly, take place in each city where such a European Club exists. Speakers from both inside the country and abroad are invited to present topics of general interest, related to recent developments in the economy and politics, the emphasis lying on relevant European topics. 

The present network should form the necessary basis for providing an overview of the activities of each of the Clubs enabling interested members to attend also meetings of European Clubs other than their own local one and, most vital of all, giving the possibility to exchange information and experience. 

The individual contributions to the website of the European Clubs contain their programme for the near future, announcements of the imminent meeting and summaries of past events. These inputs are given both in the national language and in English. Additionally, inquiries can be made directly via e-mail, links of which are available on the respective site. Other news and an Archives of photographs complete the range of services. 

This network is meant to serve to bring people closer together. This seems to be particularly important as most of the Clubs are based in Central and Eastern European countries who are currently preparing to join the European Union. It is not only of fundamental interest to provide the participants of these Clubs with reliable information on EU matters but also to connect them to each other, as well as to the Clubs in EU Member countries, thus strengthening the European idea. This network should be seen as a warm welcome extended to Europeans who, for a long time, were secluded from the rest of the continent and it serves as an invitation to an open dialogue among citizens of countries which have a lot in common.

Previous sessions of the “European Club”

As it is mentioned above, EBA in January 2008 founded the European Club in Macedonia. Since its establishment, two sessions were organized and the third is planned for December 2008.

First session was organized on 22 January 2008.
On this occasion, on the lecture titled “Stony road to the EU, experiences and expectations”, the guest-speakers were:

Mr. Gerhard Bauer, General Manager of the “European Club” – Vienna

Mr. Christian Wehrschutz, Correspondent for ORF, Belgrade
Second session was organized on 01 April 2008.

On this occasion, on the lecture titled “Slovenian Presidency of the EU, plans and outcomes”, the guest-speakers will be:

H.E. Alain Brian Bergant, Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia

H.E. Ambassador Erwan Fouéré, Head of the Mission of EU

Third session of the European Club is scheduled for 18 December 2008. 
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