
Strategy Paper of the European Business Association 

Introduction

The initiative for establishment of the European Business Association (EBA) enjoys the support of the Delegation of the European Commission, the Ministry of Economy and the Heads of Mission of the EU Member States embassies.

The Delegation of European Commission recognizes the European Business Association, focused on the further development of country’s and EU relations, as a privileged partner for fostering economic ties in order to achieve mutual benefits for the entrepreneurs of both sides.

The European Business Association as a valuable counterpart of the European Commission is an important interlocutor of the Government in its institutional dialogue with the private sector.  

MISSION STATEMENT

The European Business Association is an independent, non-government, non-profit, voluntary, business union of European enterprises and individuals doing business in the country, domestic enterprises and individuals working with EU businesses and NGOs that have interest in promoting the country’s economic and social development and in fostering the country’s relations with EU.
The European Business Association articulates, represents, protects, promotes and supports the interests of its members and of businesses in the country, through collective advocacy and networking activities. Besides, representing the interests of its members, the European Business Association would also be a catalyst for other potential EU investors to come in the country. European Business Association, promoting the sustainable economic growth assists the development of the market economy of the country and the integration with European Union and international economy.

European Business Association communicates and acts as privileged interlocutor of the Government and European Commission and operates as an intermediary between the business community on one side and European and country’s policy and decision makers on the other.

OBJECTIVES

The main objectives of European Business Association are to provide a focal point for lobbying the Government and European Commission on important for the European and local business community issues, to provide networking opportunities for its members, to assist the economic growth of the country by attracting foreign investments and supporting export-oriented industries, to serve as a support and information centre to EU companies and commercial missions visiting the country. 

MAIN TASKS AND ACTIVITIES

The European Business Association, as a collective instrument in the “hands” of businesses, is a unique opportunity for the business community in:  

· Lobbying and representing the members’ interests at all levels of Government, as well as on the European level vis à vis European institutions and organisations
· Providing Information and advisory services to members on common business issues include taxation, labour issues, vocational training, industry-specific legislation, environmental issues, industry-wide advertising and market research.

· Preparing and promoting of well-documented suggestions to the Government and EU Delegation on business and environmental issues and problems in order to assist the country’s economic and social development and environment protection

· Facilitating business networking opportunities with companies in EU and third countries and participating in social events – chances for the European and local business community 

· Providing regular information on developments affecting the business in the country, through organising workshops, seminars and speaking events 

· Participating in the EU policy-making process; through establishing of effective working relations with the European Commission and the EU member states embassies in Skopje 

· Assisting the local enterprises (members and other legal persons) in establishing useful business contacts and obtaining information about business partners in the country and in Europe

· Execution and distribution of analysis about the sub-sectors of the country’s economy

· Assisting local enterprises access to the European market 

· Providing information and organizing events for foreign investors in order to promoting inflow of investments in the country 

· Assisting the companies to overcome certain business problems

· Promoting the transparency in the economic developments

· Taking part in/or collaborating with international organisations with similar purposes and activities 
· 
· 
EBA Code of Conduct

The European Business Association will elaborate a Code of conduct that member companies have to accept and respect and which will include issues as: fair and transparent competition, respect of intellectual and other property rights, promotion and respect non-corruption practices, respect of employees' rights (including occupational health and safety, , training, etc.),  social responsibility, and recognition of equal opportunities and the importance of environmental protection.

MEMBERSHIP

Members of the European Business Association represent the most influential companies with equity from European Companies, local companies with intensive relations with European companies, small and medium European and local companies as well as entrepreneurs working with EU partners, business and professional associations.

To be a member of EBA and maintain membership, all interested parties must have good reputation in the business community, accept and respect the Agreement –Statute and Code of conduct of the European Business Association.

BENEFITS AND ADVANTAGES OF MEMBERSHIP

The benefits of the membership arise from the EBA’s role and activities. EBA philosophy is to work in the interests of all the members and this is a strong reason for joining the Association 

The European Businesses Association is expected to provide the following benefits and advantages to it’s members:
· Collective advocacy of members’ interests through the weight of the European Business Association and in cooperation of EU Delegation. EBA will put and coordinate efforts in order to improve the business environment through advocacy on legislation and regulations, as well promotion of the interests of specific sectors 

· Improving the dialogue and cooperation with top Government, EU officials and financial intermediaries representatives thus being important interlocutor and promoter of position papers, suggestions on economic development issues, removal of business barriers or resolving problems of member companies, outlining European Business Association 's views 

· Participation in intersectoral Committees and Working Groups on key business issues 

· Opportunities for networking in the country, in EU countries and beyond through participation in business and social events, joint activities with other business organizations and the network of EBO worldwide. 

· Access to the information resources of the Association and EU on business databases, reports on the country’s and EU cooperation, EU economic policy, legislative updates, specific opportunities to potential investors.
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